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A PLAIN PROPOSITION. 

If a merchant Bella a Diamond, 
Watch of Jeweler/ for $120 which 
costs h.m $100 he don't make a cent 
because, rent, intereat on capital in. 
vested, salaries, out.of-date stock, etc., 
etc., consumes this 20 per cent There, 
fore, to live and accumulate wealth, 
he must add 30 to 40 per cenL to the 
lirst cost of the goods he sells. 

Having disposed of. my store 1 now 
act simply in the capacity of your 
Purchasing Agent., giving you the 
beneflt of my 40 years' experience and 
positively saving you the 10 per cent. 



AND FURNISHES THL MOST HOR- 
RIBLE FAMILY MURDER OF 
TWE YEAR. 



Pathetic Exemplification of 
Subjection to Men. 

Some time ago a wretched victim of 
our system of wlte ownership came to 
me with an account of the most bru- 
tal treatment at the bunds of her mas- 
ter and said: "I am getting afraid of 
him, when I wis young and strong I 
did not fear, but I'm loosing my 

that it will all end 
myself being 

killed. 

Never having experienced the feel- 
ing of personal fear of violence my- 
self I could not understand her sit- 
uation entirely, and so assured her 
that her master was not so anxious 
to place his he nl into a noose by 
committing murder, but now comes 
the account of it>ls most atrocious 
crime which sho"s that I was mistak- 
en and that w neu Ood sends an in- 
spiration to kill' ike he is said to have 
done in this easy) the whole family 
pays the penalty. 

A week ag» William McWilliams 
of Independence, Iowa, murdered his 
wife and five chlldrw. by knocking 
them on the head with the hammer 
and stabbing them with the butcher 
knife. 

After satisfying > imself that bis 
work had been we!' done he calmly 
washed his handstand went to town 
as though n< _ 

to be 



suit of happiness," while in fact we 
are assured of non^ of them. 
Now what are we going to do about 

I frankly confess I do not know. I 
have for years wept tears of bitter- 
ness for suffering women whom I was 
Impotent to help. 

The othe- day I handed a neighbor 
a paper with an account of the unjust 
discrimination against women in the 
industrial field and an expose of her 
domestic and legal status. She glanc- 
ed over it and handed it back saying: 
"I don't care to read it. I know those 
things exist but I don't want to worry 
about it." Perhaps she Is wiser than 
I, but if she could divest herself of 
the orthodox clothing she wears it 
might be possible to 
force of numbers to 
eration. 

In season and out of season I have 
persistently declared to women that 
so long as they cling to a doctrine 
which openly and flagrantly insults 
and degrades them we cannot hope 
for justice, but they cannot or will 
not see it in that light. I have talked 
with men of brains, but the subject is 
usually treated as a huge joke and 
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Wten 1 receive y^ur order foi Dia- 
monds, Watches, or any other goods 
in the Jewelry line, I select from all 
the biggest stocks in Chicago, pay 
cash, get all special discounts, and 
usually sh.p goods same day. This 
is why I can undersell all merchants 
20 per cent, and yet make usual profit 



OTTO WETTSTEIN, 



My new pamphlet "Marriage and 
Divorce" will come from preaa Decem- 
bebr 12th. All orders for aame prompt- 
ly filled after that date. Price 26 eta. 
a copy; 5 copies for $1.00.. Send all 
order, to JOSEPHINE K. HENRY, 
Versailles, Kentucky. 



The press re- 
.Villlams was a de- 
id grace at table 

dally, 
[odies were dlscov- 
id the husband 
ith the crime, he 
at first seemed to doubt God's ability 
to help him out, so he sought to fas- 
fch a son who was 
away from homff at the time, but he 
has since confeaftd and gives the de- 
tails in a raatt4r\>f fact nonchalence 
that should awake.i women to their 
position of subordination. He says:- 
Why, God told ma to do It, and It 
just st ^d to biAny duty. You see, 
I couliln atisfjBny wife. We had 
had no happlne»p for the last six 
months." Of course it didn't occur to 
him that he might have satisfied his 
wife and made both happy by separ- 
ating. Then these right hand men of 
God are always very solicitous for the 
welfare of victims. 

He continues: "I looked at it that 
it would be worse If she killed me 
and her left alone in the world with 
the children, than if I were left." No 
danger of these fiends doing any vio- 
ience to themselves, thereby permit- 
ting others to escape. Speaking of 
the day he decided to do the deed 
after deliberating on it for months he 
said : "I don't know that I ever passed 
a pleasanter day. We laughed and 
Joked after having family prayer, but 
1 felt that they all had to go." 

The decision of this owner of the 
family was final. They belonged to 
him and he had the right to dispose 
of them as he saw fit. In this he fol- 
lowed the precedent of the Indiana 
wife murderer who boldly proclaimed 
in court that his wife belonged to 
him and It was no one's business If 
he killed her. 

One more reference only need be 
made from his grewsome confession. 



understand the situation. I dare say 
that the neighbors of the Christian 
murderer McWilliams have delved to 
the bed rock of 
long eer this, and if the 
of this terrible tragedy does not start 
a thought wave away from Christi- 
anity I miss my guess. 

We have been old very often that 
Infidel propaganda is out of date, that 
all the churches have grown liberal, 
but it is false and misleading, for as 
long as murderers justify their 
crimes by representing God as the in- 
stigator and the church teachers that 
the blood of Jesus makes the vilest 
sinner clean, as long as husbands in- 
sist on the letter of the law, "Wives, 
obey your husbands." Just so long is 
it necessary for us to continue the at- 



religious superstition 

will social serfdom, econom 
dependence capitulate. 

McWilliams has yielded her j 
martyr to our system of ln- 
from which a life of lab-r 
and child-bearing did not save her, 
but undoubtedly she suffered the 
agonies of a thousand deaths during 
her lifetime with her owner from 
whom she had not strength or cour- 
age or legal or ecclesiastical cause 

Our beloved co-worker Josephine K. 
Henry suggests the rational course 
"study the causes of crime," but our 
highly civilized Christian system 
prefers to deal with effects instead of 
causes. 

No choosing of parents 300 years 
before one Is born for us. Oh no, we 
prefer to punish the criminal instead 
of educating his grand-parents. We 
prefer to maintain penitentiaries rath- 
er than establish schools for s»irpl- 
culture. We find it easier to keep in 
motion the ponderous machinery of 
the law than to endow even one 
school in eugenics. We cheerfully pay- 
taxes to support asylums' for the in- 
sane but not a cent is contributed for 
the study of 
evil" costs lte 
victims, but no 
Is made to search for its causes. In- 
deed, private investigations along this 
line have met with persistent oppo- 
sition and defeat and reports of same 
suppressed. Everything under the 
sun seems to be of more importance 
than human life and the study of 
what should 



oi be surpassed in tome 
in clearness of description and 
no write*, not even Mart- 
has equalled Mr. Moore, 
a a Trip to Konie, I go not only 
as deep into the past, but deal equally 
with the people of to-day, and present 
day problems, I do not believe Old 
Home has ever been written up aa 
i have written it. What 1 have said 
of Home alone would make a book 
I of itself, and worth more than the 
Within the next month, Dr. Wilson's price ot this book. One chapter of 
book, A Trip to Home," will be com- uo pages deals alone with the 
pleted, and ready to send to subscrlb- churches of Rome. Another Round 
ers. iSlnce the subscriptions were glv- about Home," lakes In a general de- 
en ov^r a year ago, many have chang- aC riptiou with that of all the Pagan 
ed location, and were I to send the ituius, Catacombs, etc. Another, and 
book to the address first given, It lne mo8t important informs you of 
would not reach them. To be sure H ow Christianity got its start in 
that *ach person will get his book, Home," giving a history of the rise 
and to avoid all complications, I re- o( cousiantine, his character, his poll- 
quest that each subscriber write me tioal combination with the Christians, 
and give his name and address. Let ih e council of Nice, Compilation of 
each one take pains to write name tnu Bible, and the subsequent reign 
and address plainly. If any book of terror which followed, and of how 
miscarries from wrong address, It will paganism was literally crushed by the 
either be lost, or I will have to send SWO rd. Besides all this I go deep into 
postage for its return. llle uickery of the church, describing 

No books will be sent out, until how saints were 
names and addresses of all the ori- 0 { luu use of relic 
ginal subscribers are in, and tallied ana an Immense lot of holy hocus- 
wlth the list of names on hand. As UO c U s, of which all this is only an ln- 
I have no means of knowing who may, uniatlon. 

an who^may not have moved, I want jjj the way through, from first to 
all names and addresses. No matter i a3tl I lay before you one continuous 
If you have previously notified me of panorama, of sea, country, mountain, 
removal, send in change of address river, city, church, art, manufacture, 
now. 1 will have a 

list all the names. ture> M al0T y f biography, anedote, inci- 

l request that each of you In- ii eut8 of travel, social 
clude cation, and a thousand 

The Postage. things of Interest. 

My description of Venice, I 
to be worth the price of 
You don't want to miss 
tion of St. Marks and The 
Palace. 

Brother Jeems Armstrong of TdVas, 
lately paid me a visit, and my detA •> 
tion of the Torture Rooms, and oWne 
Dungeon and Execution Rooms l^the 
Doges Palace, gave him the Shi^r^ 
nearer 400 than 300 pages, and this J and he said he couldn't alec 
extra w> light will not only cost extral night. I Bpent p art of an. g- 

.■"'■W^IH ff T - 

ing, which Is now very high, and extra' what is called the "Cell of the jooni- 
*-- printing. , ed," and from which 

am sure that the extra expense, 
which I have hazarded, and the extra 



Christians conceal from their children 
the fact that their Christmas is only 
a usurpation of the old Roman festiv- 
al of Saturnalia celebrating the return 
of the Sun from the winter months, 
the lengthening days, which was a 
uise of the return of Spring-time 



Christmas was Pagan 
then Christianized, and later 
Paganized by enthrowning the 
cal German Saint, Santa, in the 
of Christ. 

Who thinks of Christ at 
except those who are in the 
business. This festival of 
drinking, giving and visiting is 
burst of the love in human 
and has been manifested in oi 
or other, by all people ot all ag< 
If it hadn't been, Christianity 
hardly have borrowed the 

There is nothing so 



with, 
mythi- 



will be 15 cents. 

Of course you are not compelled to 
include this sum, but I feel that you 
will not question my right to ask 
it, when I tell you that the book will 
be much larger than I contracted for 
in the first place. 

Dr. Wilson intended to write only 
about |00 pages, but the book will be 



of Santa Caus Day. People wont 
go to church that day. They haven't 
time to think of Christ. The Christ 
and the Preacher are the least of 
their thoughts. While the church is 
hard up, and poverty stricken, a bil- 
lion dollars Is spent in eating, drink- 
ing and giving. Four million dollars 
is estimated as the Cincinnati Christ- 
mas trade. 1 havn't heard of any one 
donating forty centa to Jesus-l. e.. the 
preacher. The utter disregard of peo- 
ple generally, including Christians for 
(.he church and Christ on this day. Is 
doing an Immense lot to cheapen the 
Christian religion. The clergy try to 
make believe that all this giving and 
II is Christ-like, 




thousands had languished, and aken 
— * to be executed. 

y description of the whole 
ii sure will pecull 
Liberals, as here 



pages given you by Dr. Wilson will be 
worth far more than the 15 cents, 
and that for these reasons, you will 
agree that 1 am justified in asking 
it. 1 am only asking for the extra, 
1 am putting In the book, of which 

you get the benefit. Dr. Wilson between 350 and 400 pages, 
wouldn't consent to have his book the edition will all be taken up. Mr. 
abbreviated, and having begun, insist- Hughes is printing 2000 copies, and 
ed on telling his whole story, begin- he will loose, If they are not sold, 
ning when he left New York, and end- Send your order to him at once. When 




ing on his return to that city. Such 
a book in any book-store would cost 
from $1.50 to $2.00, and I am sure 
none of you would take this amount 
for your book when you have once 
read It. 

There are about 200 of the original 
subscribers who have not yet paid 
for the book. Now that the book is 
almost ready for binding, and that 
you are assured of getting it, please 
remit the $1.15 at once. Be careful 
to spell your names and addresses 
correctly, and give the county as well 
as state and Post Office. 

JAMES E. HUGHES. 



THE ROME BOOK. 



you get the book, If you like It, and 
can afford it. but one for some one 
else, who will appreciate It Let the 
orders come rolling In. The season Is 
now on when you have to hug the 
fire, and stay in at nights and have 
time for reading. Come, go with me, 
and let us take "A Trip to Rome." 

Send $1.15 to Jame 
ington, Ky. 



ing expended in the study of birds, 
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My new pamphlet ;'Marrlage and 
Divorce" will come from preaa Decern, 
bebr I2tn. All orders for *-tme prompt- 
ly filled after that date.. Price 25 eta. 
a copy; 6 copies for 11.00.. Send all 
HENRY, 



The Blade is Issued In Its old size 
this week, and If its friends will treat 



and that on time. Paper houses don't 
take promises, and that la what some 
seem to think we can get along with 



that he did right and says: "It did 
not hurt me to do this deed. I was 
perfectly at ease while doing it," and 
from all accounts he has been quite 
resigned since though he has been 
sentenced to death for it. 

There is at least one hope for wo- 
men in the position of this poor creat- 
ure who believed. In the Bible, and 
thnt Is, that "in heaven there is no t 
marrying nor giving in marriage." If i 
I were a Christian I would thank God 
every day for that blessed assurance, i 

This Iowa tragedy, while more hein- 
ous than others is only one of many 



their young and 
modification by environment, but the 
study of the human race stops short 
at the altar of reproducion. The Bi- 
ble commands women to "multiply 
and repleniish the earth," but she 
must not seek knowledge on how to 
improve a human specimen. Numbers 
are ordered and if they develop Into 
the MiW-llIams type of murderer, 
why, women have fulfilled their mis- 
sion and have tire commendation of 
God and the president, though what 



Mr Hflgaei will soon have "A Trip 
to Rome" ready to be mailed to sub- 
scribers. It is going to be larger 
than I expected at first to make It, 
and as this will cost extra for paper, 
printing and binding, Mr. Hughes is 
Justified in requesting readers to ad- 
vance postage. Even with this extra, ll °es 
he will not make much on the book, for? 
and if all the edition is not sold, he "Santa Claus!" 
will lose, and this he cannot afford. 

All those who like my style of writ- 
ing, I am sure will be pleased wltn 
the book. I have not departed in the 
least from my usual style of expres- 
sion, just simply rattled It off. In 
fact, it is no attempt to write a book. 



SANTA CLAUS DAY.. 

Christmas Is no longer more than a 
name for the day commemorated as 
such. In reality the 25th of December 
is Santa Claus Day, Santa ClauB be- 
ing a Pagan German Myth. 

Christmas Night I went to the Sal- 
vation Army meeting to witness their 
performances and distributions of 
gifts to the poor children. The Briga- 
dier General was giving the two or 
three hundred children in the front 
seats a talk. 
Whose day is this? he said. Who 
long to? Who is it named 



kaWWl this Is all bosh. The spirit of 
giving, and loving and social inter- 
course Is an ebulition of human na- 
ture; and no one religion, or all to- 
gether, In all the ages, has ever risen 
above buman nature. 

So far as Christ or the Christ spirit 
is concerned, in the celebration of 
Christians, thejy 



Well yes," said the B. G., "it be- 
longs to Santa Claus In a way, but 
who did It originate with, who is it 
named for, who gives you all your 
blessings?" 
And again they all yelled Santa 



» my Claus! Then the B. G. told t 



• to give in fact almost told them what 



) aftet 



wife 1 



tnls land whore the political 
exhorter shrieks of' the Inalienable 
rights of "life, liberty and the pur- 



1 I canno understand, 
seems to me here is absolutely 
se to talk of educating women 
; any line until they are freed 



the 



MM ptfViM ability of Jesus. 



Is a long letter 
friends, describing my trip, 

most > written in my busiest hours. we ,„ over the question\galn,Tlnting 

I do not remember a time when 1 plainly the answer he 
wrote longer than ten or fifteen min- 
utes on it, without being disturbed. 

I would liked to have re-written it, FinalIy a mtle girl on and 

but It is probably better Just as it is. screeched in her piping, childish 

If I had tried right hard to exhibit the voice— J— e— s— u— s! 

possession of an extra stock of brain This well demonstrates just about 

matter, t doubt if It would have bee now Illucn all classes, Christians, with 

much, If any better; to I've just let it tne rest, think of and remember Jesus, 

go as I wrote It without re-writing a Christmas is a day for feasting, 

P age - drinking, visiting and giving presents. 

The book, I believe, presents as Such days have been set apart to be 



KEEP YOUR EYES ON THI8 

During the present session of Con- 
gress, Representative W. W. Kitchen, 
or North Carolina, one of the brain- 
iest and out-spoken men in our Con- 
gress, will propose the following 
amendment to the Constitution. 
He proposes as — 

Article XVI. 
Neither Congress nor any State 
lall pass any law respecting an ea- 
tabilshment o£ religion or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof, or use the 
property or credit of the Un ' 
States for the purpose of found 

naintalning, by appropriation or 
otherwise, any church, religious socie- 
ty or undertaking which is wholly 
or In part un 



This shows that some of our law- 
akers are beginning to be concerned 
over the encroachment of the church 
on the state. This proposition wlU 
be fought secretly by all the powers 
of the church. Catholic and Protes- 
tant. The Associated Press will see 
to it that the people generally, will 
of it. Only the 
japer mentl 

of It v 
thinkers I 
closely, and agitate it. They should 
support Congressman Kitchen In 
every way possible. There la this 
fault to his proposition. It Isn't ex- 
plicit and strong enough. It has the 
idea, but it hasn't the ring. I wish it 
were given to me to write that amend- 
ment; or for that matter to moat 
any wide-awake Freethinker. It ought 
to be specified as to appropriation* to 
Individuals. As long as the state 
pays salaries to chaplains, the church 
will get what it wants in an under- 
hand way from ihe unprincipled poli- 
ticians. While doing It, a clean sweep 
ought to be made. It should be ex- 
plicit on the School, and Sunday ques- 

Souie one who has more time than 
I. please write for the Blade an 
amendment, according to your Ideas. 
A lot of you do the same. Fill up 
several columns. It will be Interest- 
Rise up George William McCor- 
mack, Dr. Bowles, and other Liberal 
statesmen. What form of amendment 
do you propose? Set the ball rolling. 

j. a w. 



t diversity of subjects as any 
. book of the kind written. It Is both 



Of all 
s of years before tl 



If your subscription Is due pay up 
and help us to get out a full sheet 
Blade every week. 
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DR. WILSON 



Discusses "Marriage and Divorce, 
I he Pamphlet, Just Issued 
by Joaephine K. Henry. 



jurs. Henry s pauiphiet ot s.xty 
pages on "aimtji anu 01 voice is 
ueiore me, anu i want lu be first to 
review u m ine columns ol the biade. 
11 certainly jjoes 10 the bolloni of 
those suujecis. ol tuuisu ii is not lo 
N cxpecieu in a sixty pate pauiph 



and Mia, principles, so lav aa 

lue one (MM 1 
lor womauiund, inasmuch as she be- 
ing Uie principal pany, in the Mar- 
riage and Divorce conuact, has ab- 
soiuieiy no voice or choice in making 
the laws governing those coudi 
And 1 say, this injusuce lo w 
kind, cries OUt 10 i 
redress. 

We call this a free country, Why 
we are not tree— lhat is the masses, 
we are tree in nothi 
nail lree and women are wholly en- 
slaved. 

There are only two tree causes 
in tins country, the Money towers, 
and the church Powers. All Uie 
are poiil.cany, economically, religious- 1 
ly and sociu-ly enslaved. 

The Pope ot Koine and the Koihs- 
chnus have more to say in the gov- 
t ol our country, than we tne 




i 



i lile, have 



voting lor, and 1 think that the ma- 
jority who read this nave been iM the 



yueer isn t 
IS church is 

jre. Catholics themselves are con- 
uuing tor over there. The govern- 
eut ol Italy grants no divorce. If 
some nobleman or millionaire has got 
enough money to soothe the Itching 
palm of the Pope, he may get a di- 
al voice, and the cry has gone up, 
• We want Divorce!" and it wont go 
down until it is granted. 1 wish 1 had 
time and space here lo give the con- 
voting, that Ullll>u o1 vvomau in Italy, but 1 have 
ipeudent citi U ot. bee "A Trip to Home." It will 



that because they 



main hail slave and ha.l tree." The 
condition wnich led to lhat reniara 
prevail to-day. Hail ol our population 
is governed without its consent — that 
is slavery. 

Just imagine a group of women, 
consisting of Josephine K. Henry, 
Harriet M. Closz, Lou Barnes. Lu*u 
Gibson. Ella Wheeler Wilcox, Eliza- 
beth Cady Stanlou and others of their j big , 
like, looking down on a group of ne- 
groes, Dagoes, raw lush. Dudes and 
bums, and saying lo themselves, 
to think! Those thj£g& can vote and 



open jour eyes on this question. 

Aian iage is primarily and purely a 
sex-quoslion. 'lhe Posl Office Depart- 
ment prohibits any discussion by mail 
on this most vital ot all subjects. 1U 
chiet inspector says, "Any physiolo- 
gical or psychological discussion of 
ihe same is indecent and obscene, 
sucii is this one ignorant man's opin- 
ion, a catholic, no doubt put there lor 
a purpose by his church. Consequent- 
ly every man and woman in this 
country interested in development ol 
ii knuwledge of this greatest 
questions, is squelched by this 
piiesl-controiled examiner. The 
iffice censirship of ihis counuy, 



to think! Those thlBjfjl c 
f Del us men put ours* 



i put ourselv- 

p. aces of the educa'ed, lntelll 
progressive women of America, and 
we may then realize their humilia- 
tion, and their crushed feelings, at 




How would we feel if we were refused 
the privilege of free speech, and tf 
we were imprisoned for the same': 
We made a great fuss over Mr. Moore 
being sent to the penitentiary — but 
look, you! would your humiliation 
and indignation be just as acute, If 
you were denied the right to vote? 
If you were governed without your 
consent? Is it not plain to you then, 
lhat great high-minded women, suf- 
fer just as acuteiy when deprived of 
their liberties, as though they were 
languishing behind prison bars? 

If you can understand this, then eci 
you can understand the suffering soul | re< 
of Josephine K. Henry, whose heart 
cries go out in this pamphlet for the 
righting of the wrongs done to we- 
ll is an equal 



to enlol 

upon the people, 
same' time the clergy will marry any 
coupie that comes along, no matter 
impatible and ignorant, dis- 
detenerate, for fifty cents or 



a dollar. 



miglitily concerned 
about race suicide. 'In* Catholic 
priest* i.so iar as we perceive;, are 
not contributing to the propogaliou 
o lihc race, and the Protestant clergy 
and ail rich peopie are having Irom 
none tu une child, and these ar 
classes thai propose to make 
i.u-e aim uivurce laws lor those who 



party 

aye she is mori 
life in propogatlng the race, 
wny should she not nave equal voice 
in the laws regulating this contract? 
Who is at lhe bottom of all the op- 
tinst the freedom of wo 
lnd? I will tell you— the damn- 
ed and damnable powers of the Holy 
Christian church, Protestant and non- 
Protestant 

There are some individual Protes- 
tant preachers — who are Inlidels at 
heart, who come manfully out for wo- 
man suffrage. But the great church 
councils refuse to take action on this 
matter. Why? Woman free, clerical 
occupation gone! The Catholic Pow- 
ers enUre, are against woman having 
any voice in the laws governing her- 
self, politically, socially 
ly. Occasionally they 
let her vote at a church-fair or raffle, 
when some matter is up that leads 
to stuffing the coffers of the priest. 



rtouio affair from "eend to 
is misuuuerslood, and mlsul- 
, misgoverning and misappliod. 

ol Hi, lawfl ol sex and propogaliou. 
Our youths should be trained and 
pi- iparqd ior 

.ities Th.ey should be kept 
nor "1 
foster- 



pi opo e ai. on. 
ed by rellgioi 



.Man, age should be wholly taken 
out of <.he hands of the hands of the 
c±-rgy. 'ihere should be a deparl 
mem ol slate controlling it- It is 
suiely as important as the depart- 
ment ol agriculture. It should b 
amen to the interest of the Stale to 
raise children as to raise beets. 

. ii tUiel causes of Divorce 



First— Sex Incompatibility: People 
who are not sexually mated disgust 
la i. other, and married life is intol- 
erable. They should be given a dl- 
voici. at once If childless. Such peo- 
ple should not breed for if children 
are uot love children, U*ey are apt to 
develop vice, enme and dengeneracy. 

Second— Keliglon: Difference of re- 
ligion la one of the greatest causes 
The Catholic church in this country of domestic unhappiness and Infeli 
is doing everything in its power to c.ty, leading eventually to divorce. 

The young man enters marriage ig- 
norant of the influence of 
over his wife, and Uiinks little about 
It. Eventually he wakes up to the fact 
that the priest has the confidence of 
his wife in matters of domestic life, 
where he has not. The priest, is the 
' spiritual" lover— he is )the carnal 
lover, the provider. There 
ernment a party to this damnable peace or happiness in such a married 
crlme- life, when disputes arise and 

But look you! AH over Italy, Cath- 
olic women, and Catholic men, Free- 
thinkers, Free Masons, Socialists, An- ily of people to-day, who cannot mar- 
archistb,— yes Anarchists! (when they j ry rich, take what they can get; 
do a good thing, I want to give them j the prime consideration Is, to n 
credit for it), all the reform parties, j Hen, and gain posiuon and 
' [ Women sell hearts and souls 
1 wealth and UUe, and men are sc 



marriage and divorce upo 
of Its teachings. By controlling Mar- 
riage and Divorce, It is thus 
able to control the mind of » 
and so control the mind of the 
and so maintain Itself 
ease, style and power; and it la try- 



ing to marry rich and live easy. For- 
tunately such people do not hav^ 
many children. Race suicide where 
It most abounds, among priests, 
preachers, and the scheming and aris- 
tocratic rich, is a blessing to the 
country. Every child should be a love 
child. 

What is more amusing than the 
fact that the people who howl the 
most about race suicide, are those 
who have the least children? 

1 started out to review Mrs. Henry's 
pamphlet in delaail; but have only 
glanced it, and given ideas which her 
arguments have suggested to me. In 
fact, it Is a subject of the most far 
reaching results of any, now being 
publicly discussed. I choose that my 
readers rather get the i>amph.ei and 
read it for themselves. in this 
pamphlet, Mrs. Henry has built her 
monument, just as surely as Paine 
buiiri.s in "The Crisis. ' She has giv- 
en it her best time and thought "Wo- 
man," she declares, "must have a 
voice in the enactment of the laws 
controlling these principles." It is a 
pamphlet that should be in the hands 
ol aver) man and woman in this 
try. 

i ou may make all the divorce 
lu piease, but still thev will b- 
rupt and inefficient as long, < 
conce rn^ 

no hand in di 

lie clergy don i want any divorce, 

out woman herself is aiieady':a di- 
vorced creature, irom the vaj^ mo- 
ment that uod I'lhe Priest) 1 
eu ner to a man, for she is c 
Ij u. voiced Irom all partlcip 
me regulations ol either mar 
ui.oice. tjhe is a legal no 
ohe is blindly led into sum 

men would be lree, Uiey mustj 
it lhat they hav 



discuss this subject freely in Its col- 
umns and expound theories for action 



I have written at too great length 
already, not because of any practical 
suggestions but In the hope of gain- 
ing from Rationalists the expression 
of a protest against the perpetuation 
of our sysem of Injustice toward wo- 
men, and against the prohibition of 



life. 



HARRIET M. CLOSZ. 
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I will c 



toverument will establish a jiepart- 
lneui ol slirpiculture and lhe| 
uiry ot this department will 
in the social scale, and the sajreiary 
ol war last, 
talk about n 



; akin 



* r — 

,e reader nils* sonu 
ry s pamphietj uui. 
has ii*.- ••usiisiieu 
be sure of obtaining 



j 

pamphlet, flpi 

; i an it 

to ali the women of your 
iioou, who w.ll read it. See 
returned to you as often as yfcu loan 
it, and thus keep it going.] This 
pamphlet ought lo run throi 
al editions. It is an educator.) It Is a 
lightuing flash from the heari of all 
this thunderstorm on the subj< 
ed by President Roosevelt 
Christian oergy. 

J. B. W 



IOWA FORGES TO THE FRONT. 

Di first pagt). 



A NEW START 
FOR THE BLADE 



With this issue, the Blade starts 
loiward again with renewed hopec 
and amoitions.. We come out full 
size, and intend, if possible, to keep 
it so. I his win depeno upon two 
minys— the interest taiten Dy our con- 
tributors, and the interest taken by 



ine oiaae. They say that it la a ne- 
ttsaity, and that they believa the old 
interest can be revived, and that 



satisfied with their husbands hey go 
to church." It is true, and seemingly 
the more Intense the dissatisfaction 
the closer they cling to Jesus or their 
pastor. Our hope lies in teaching | 
them se,f-reliance, in showing them 
that loo long they have leaned upon 
a broken reed. With self-reliance 
oomea freedom of thought and action 
women refuse to be subjected to 
priest or husband, refuse to bear 
children under circumstances that 
must naturally produce criminals^ Im- 
beciles or tyrants. Refuse ii 
lurdered by a huu 
is a libel upon the brute 



When' men' 



title to ownership of 
expires, the long list of bru- 
wlli be materially curtailed, 
is not going to happen In a 
in a decade. The burden Is 
be bourn for long. 



has said: Agitation, edu- 1 and prosperous New Year. 



sure our readers will not want 
see the voices of Mrs. Heniy, Mrs. 
Ciosz, Judge tadd, Grier Kidder, John 
F. Clarke, ur. Bowles, Or. Wilson and 
others silenced from week to week, 
oecause ot no weekly medium of com- 
munication. Now let us all take on 
renewed hope, cheer and courage 
with the new born year. 

We hope that all delinquents will 
pay up, as we need the money, and 
that all others will sustain us in mak- 
ing the future of the Blade a succeas. 

Mr. Moore's condition is such that 
he cannot write for the paper at pres- 
ent, but we think that he may be 
back in harness in the next month or 
so. At present his heart is in such 
condition that he is not allowed to 



It now devolves upon 
of the Blade, both contributors and 
subscribers, to fall in line and join to 
make it a success, and overcome the 
e iicct of the removal of Mr. Moore's 
strong personality from tne Blade. 

The columns of the Blade will be 
open to the discussion of all ques- 
tions affecting the general social con- 
ditions of humanity. Its one great 
aim will be that wished by Mr. Moore, 
"To do god." 

The only object in argument or dis- 
cission, is to teach and impart infor- 
mation — to help those in darkness to 
the light, and to make ourselves and 
others better. 

The basic principle of this paper Is 
Freethought — the freedom of the hu- 
man mind from superstition. This 
will be the leading idea upon which 
we will work, and to which all other 
objects ana ideas will secondary. 
However, the Blade la a free lance, 
and its columns are open to the dis- 
cussion of all other progressive ideas 

gent manner. 

We want to make it as versatile aa 
we possibly can, and to do this, we 
need the co-operation of all tiberala. 
Our price is only one dollars a year, 



a year each. The only other Liberal 
weekly In the country costs $3.00 a 



cation, adoption are the 



e step* In i 
readers wou 




CITTEN THE SLEEP OUT 0' YOUR EYES 



BY J. B. WILSON. 



it useu lo ue an oiu say in o i^aus, "Airly lo bed boys, an' airly to rise, 
au ucu t oe ine nun o me morning t"len the sieop out o' yer 
eyes!" 

\u Ijau uiuu t ho.ier- - bounce right out!" an' mean sunipiu' else 
stead, 

*er he certainly nau a hanuj way ot assistin us out o' bed. 
lOMGuj at lour Aeu can us, anu iu shutue into my ciothes, 
m pun as i puneu on my siugao, wmch were gin rally slin or froze; 
men » u .igfit ihe oiu tin luutoiu, an wear oul ler tne barn and shed, 

ttu wa«.e up me snivenu noises, an curry em wane they led; 
Iheu mi irom me pegs the 



ihen skip up inio the hay ion. and fill all o' the empty racks; 

l ou may talk o' the thing, the coldest, you've heerd ol since yer birth, 

but 1 swear at a pitci -lork nanuie s bout the coldest thing on earth. 

next iu c.eau out tne sutuie, yiii.it ihe horses munched at their 

it" tne cows weie bei.er.u liraas last, an rooster lootln' his horn, 
mM tue uutnb, aa fc-isc, ku gouuieis an quackin an sirutun' about, 
au ihi pigs in uie pen jes suu vin, an squeaiin ter all git out, — 
aaMMl nose pomu over tne laiuu, an an e.amoring louu ior more, 
>vueu coin round the pen lay scattered, at i d thrown em the night 
beiore; 

jes line a lot o' tool peopie, who stuil till their appetites clog. 

<«no ve ev rything an more n they want, but continue to squeal like a 

.mi ine calves and sheep were prociaimiu they also needed my care. 
An kep up a oaiu-yaiu conceit, uut.i eacn fiaU gotten nls share; 
Us with animais as witn people, t>au s say in right olten applies, 
When lookiu' lor others to leeu em, tney git the sleep out o' their 



l 1 d grease t 



au. jai 



jebaAer,— give each o' the wheels a spin, 
e le.ioes, an insert lhe old lyncn-pin, 
.mi return the jacs. to tne tool house tn.ckin the caives Irom my way;, 
men mow out uie oiu uu lantern, lei by this time 'twas light as uay, 
tne beii wuz riugin lor breaniasi, wnen i d go back to tne house — 
auu break Uie ice in ihe rain-bar i, an give my lace a dowse, 
u yeie tneu o haiborin a snoozer, gooo tar nouun but sleep an' eat, 
jes give him a mornin jou luw this, an e lhe don t wake up, I'll treat, 
it may not mureiy renom him, but mi test his uieial sure, 
ah ler huggin' th.» nre 'lore ureaitlasi, cum purty mgfi bein a cure, 
us oil mat sayin o' Dads cums up, let t ve noted with much surprise, 
lhat most if boya«row up to be men, with the sleep still in their eyes. 

I 

An most o men l ve out a life o mingled dream an' mistake, 
r er ine simp.e reason thaL in iheir youths, they never got wide awake, 
i uere s some sit mus.n an u i cumin they re destluad to make a big 
stir, \ 

some win*, t Inn k that they, too, are great because their grand-dad- 
uies were, 

some wholdream they were, made ier ease, because o' their breedln' 
an' tone, * 

little office swells to the size of a King on his throne 
ah there s somejj^hu vote the same ticket, an' boast they they 



An 



.omtJfc I 

i uA t 



■' V * jr B i ji% I i 



the trade o' the lawyer. Is defense' 



MRS he 



. el ry nev 
oh: the world jfc full o' 
Who know eve/y thing 1 



new faith cure, an' even chase after the fakes; 
,ch dreamers, of all ages, an' ev'ry size, 



eyes, 



he lrfe, who loui 
t onl" when all i 



dream of a day of lreeuom — ot liberty of speech and thought. 
With Freethinkers 

,y proclaim, that each shall say his say, 
the wor.d is joggin' along their way, 
borne dream that wealth'il be evened up, by me choice ol uneven men, 
inai pdrteoUoa'U someume take me p. ace o' Natures Imperfect plan; 
mat peace oer me worlu v.ni hover, with the elements all at war, — 
ihe posit. ve nnj.u with the negative, without a jostle or jar; 
that sin ironifl.f'i! be banished, and the world'll be ruled by 
An instld o gtfl' lo the grave-yard, well go soarin' to heaven 
Oh the world W full o' sich dreamers, who'll remove all 

disguise, 
Should it ever 
eyes. 



An' there's some who're constanUy dreamln', they hold 
with God, 

Who assume to iead or drive mankind with his ever chast'nin' rod. 
An' millions who ne'er dispute their chamis— who pass for sensible 
men, ^ 

Are proud o' bel'eviu' at fifty-live, me dreams believed at ten; 
Who re sure that tney're spec.al objects o' the Heavenly Father's care, 
An' that every one else is goiu — well, I'll not mention where; 
That the world v.lll never be righted, till to them it bows the knee, 
An' submits a.l future government to their sole authority, 
Oh! the world is full o' reformers, who're dreamln' out all o* me bad, 
Who 11 perduce so many millenniums, any old choice may be had; 
Then Cause an' Effect'U be ended— as the angels we'll all be wise, 
When It cometh to pass that the DREAMERS git the sleep out o' 
their eyes. 



MY BOOK OF POEMS. 

I wish to announce to the readers of the Blade and to the friends 
who have subscribed for my book. Old Fashioned Poems and Other 
Verse" that 1 expect to have the same published about September. 
l«uu. Owing to getting out the Rome Book, I was compelled to drop 
the book of poems, and of this, 1 am 
contained my best verse, which 1 iu 

The few poems, 1 have given to the Blade are pleasing because 
lscent, but the whole collection is not to be Judged by them. Moat 
poeUy is Utile more than verbal gymnastics. As deficient as mine may 
be 1 do not believe they merit that criticism. I prefer to be homely 
and understood, than lo attempt to cut a lot of curves and to be pro- 
found. Most poets are dreamers. They never "Get the Sleep out 'o 
their eyes." Consequently their poetry Is more yawn man common 
sense. The book will contain 250 pages. The publisher will fix the 
the price, which will be regulated by the illustrations, but it will not 
cost over $l.qU. As soon as 1 get the Rome Book off my hands, I want 
to submit my manuscript to publishers, and the larger the list of my 
subscribers (he better my chance to get It in good hands. I want to 
get it out In good time for the holiday trade nexet year. Many of you 
who worry as to what to give your friends, may like this book. If so, 
I would be pleased and complimented to have your names now. I have 
406 subscribers, but would like several hundred more, which is neces- 
sary to fortify me with the publisher. 

J. a WILSON, 

o. 



MORALS 
AND 
RELIGION 



BY JOSEPHINE K. HENRY. 

A representative ol the San Fran- 
c.sco Examiner, recently obtained a 
long interview with Cardinal Gibbons, 



of the United States. The interview 
found the head of the Catholic church 
in America at the "Rectory of the 
Church of the Sacred Hearts of Jes- 
us and Mary, at the Southampton, 
L. I." 

He was In the bright sunny main 
room of the rector. He is described 



ner courteous -grace itseif, his voice 
has a low quality of melodiousness 
that gives it a strange charm, 
slightly prognathous Jaws mars In no 
fashion, the dignity that rests upon it, 
and the thin nostrils, and finely mold- 
ed, churchly lips (whatever kind of 
lips they are J, are 
intense refinement of character, the 
gray eyes of the cardinal, express 
deep charity and comprehension, and 
tolerance, and forbearance are Quali- 
ties that predominates. The cardinal's 
voice had in It the ring of the 
Militant, he was leaning forward, and 
his thin, strong, nervous hands played 
with the cross that hung on his chest, 
his countenance brightened with an 
intensity of emotion, as he expressed 
himself on the great evils of our day." 

Here is a pen portraiture of a reli- 
gious magnate, and a sample of the 
taffy that the metropolitan papers In- 
dulge In, to curry favor with a great 
religious hierarchy. The cardinal's 
costume is not described, but if any 
other man should appear in the petti- 
coats, capes, laces and ecclesiastical 
millinery, worn by the clergy, Le 
would be arrested for parading In wo- 
men's clothes. And if Cardinal Gib- 
bons were not a church dignitary, and 
appeared in ordinary male attire, 
bright countenance," "church militant 
voice," "the dignity that rests on his 
Blightly prognathous Jaws," and 
churchly lips," would be no more 
prominent or recognizable than they 
are now in the faces of Tom Ryan, or 
Patrick O'Rafterty." 

The interview remarks that "Cardin- 
al Gibbons and Senators Piatt and De- 
pew aifea.ll the same age, 72, and that 
- £he llv^^)Uitlaarf«lew York Senu- 

1 1 

» discussed all the great 'ques- 
tions of the day with a clear insight 
that always distinguishes his utter- 
ances, and with a force and earnest 
power that always has great in- 
fluence." 

The Cardinal talked of "tainted 
money," commercial and political cor- 
ruption, the mania of money mad mil- 
lionaires, the graft and greed in fin- 
ance, and public life, but in the Cardin- 
al^pjnjjatr*trf c greatest evil of all Is 
*~theincrease in the number of ai»s»(-«<>. 
in this country. 

In this the Cardinal is playing the 
role of Grandpa Adam, he lays 
blame for bad moral conditions, 
woman. The fact that we have colos- 
sal fortun 
of the 

proportions that stagger the arithme- 
tic by women and children labor and 
the men who filch these millions from 
the toiling masses, easing their con- 
science by endowing universities, lib- 



MILLIONS FOR CHARITY 



A HAPPY NEW-YEAR JO ALL 

To Educational Institutions 

To Libraries 

To Galleries, Museums, etc 

To Hospiatis, Asylums, etc 

To Miscellaneous Charities 4,700,000 

Gifts other than cash 

Gifts sent out of the Country 
To Churches, Y. M. C. A. and 



The above is a compilation of the great donations and charities 
dispensed within the last year, recorded by the Cincinnati Enquirer. It 
is a record throughout the country of all the gifts of $6000 and upwards 
and shows the tendency and drift of to-day, among the rich in making 
donations. The Euqu.rer utilizes a half page in giving the names. I 
give here the grand summary. It is to be noted that more than one 
half went to Educational Institutions, and less than one-fifteenth of 
the whole went to churches, Y. M. C. A. and missions. Money is power 
Money makes the mare go. Out of $00,000,000, the church only got 
$4,000,000. It used to be it got three fourths of ail the gifts, and this 
great falling off is indicative of the growing belief of the active men 
of affairs, that the church is no longer the best medium of human pro- 
gress. 

Of the $66.UO0.0OO, Andrew Carnegie, Agnostic, gave $14,099,000. 
or between one-fourth and one-tifth of the whole and yet some people 
Uk, what have I rceihinkers done for the world? An immense number 
of other donors were, no doubt Freethinkers or Liberals, inasmuch as 
they chose to give to education, rather than to the church. One great 
regret is, that they have not given to the active workers in the field, 
to the Freethought papers, etc., and for the distribuUon of Freethought 
literature. I have an abiding faith, that the time will come when our 
Liberal propaganda, w.ll receive the attention of such men as Carnegie 
and others, who are semi-Liberal. Such has been their isolation that 
they have not come to know of our deserts, our labors and our sacri- 
fices. But evolution points to our leadership, and support is bound to 
come to us at last. 

Let all Liberals be of Good Cheer. There is more Freethought 
than Christianity in the figures, I have given you. It would be more like 
it, If we got some of it, but even though we have not, we must be hap- 
py in this knowledge that the great bulk of donations went to educa- 
tion, libraries! 

have been helped indirectly. 

I a Mmrrjf Now Year to All! I am wr.ting this on 
jui da)s alter the Sun has touched the Tropic of 
m the Goat, noted for his hind feet and faces the 
vim, vigor and vi/ory. The sun will now rise higher 
longer, unu. at/iast all nature will be putting forth, 
and bringing forth. All living th.ngs will catch the 
liam, and turn to thughts of love, eve.: as they turn 
direction of the New Born Sun. 

In the >ear with New Hopes. Let none be laggards. 
It us be of goty cheer and courageous. Let us be willing to make 
line sacrifices. Let us assist and encourage our editors, all of them, 
ipeclally those /who don't love me. Help old Bro. Shaw down in 
uxas, Sometime/ago he got mad at me for the assistance I was giving 
he Cultuiist. He tried his best to make me out a liar, and told five or 
x lies himself, in order to make me appear so, and when I wrote 
m a reply, inj which I ironed the wrinkles out of him, he was so un- 
hat he wjouldn t publish it. Still I forgive him, for he was Just a 
h.m your assistance. Let none 
well 



and the day 
and planum 
inspiration 
their faces 



liberal lnflue^W^W^?^ 0 * ind.fferent to our glorious cause. Let US* 
all rise above* t^ngs. Help the Blade. Help the Culturist, our 

latest born, vV'e cannot have too many papers, too many mediums of 
cornniunicatiOj.) wltn tne public. Each will have its individuality, and 
each will hal«5, merits peculiar to :tself, that will reach people the 
others cannot jpach. Let us be broad and humane in all directions, 
and above all, JBPeful and good natured. 

Let us nlh/are young and In the prime of life forget not those 
whose heads!?* 6 bending low with age, those who labored long and 
hard in the of persecutions and difficulties that we know not to- 

day. All hc* lor 10 in* old warriors! At this particular season,! I am 
sure, the real dera 01 tn.s Paper, will be touched with sadness and re- 
gret, miasm/* as lhe y will, the persuasive arguments the clarion 
speech, the J ellder sentiments, and rollicking humor of our good and 
" "> old leader, Brother Moore. 

"Many are the hearts thac are aching tonight," for the gloom that 
ags over one Old Kentucky Home, but let us hope that the New Year 
1 bring him a new lease of lite, and that health, hope, love and Joy 
1 still commingle his life, like meeting waters, in one sunny stream 
of heartfelt and unfathomable enjoyment 

A happy New Year to him! A Happy New Year to all! 

J. B. W. 



evil it 1 

• From the developments of the last 
lew years it is impossible to draw any i 
other deduction than that the moral 
luieut ol a great mass of the peo- I 
has been weakened or entirely 
broken down. Certain phases are 
shown in what is called commercial 
corruption. The same thing in a dtf- 
teieut form is shown in political cor- 
luptiou. the desire to secure the un- 
earned dollar has wrecked the liner in- j 
sfiucts that should have been depend- 
ed upon to hold in check, the iinpuise 
lowartf actual dishonesty. 

' Clear anu palpable dishonesty itself 
is shielded bth.nd barriers cleverly 1 
constructed by the brightest legal 
minds in the country. The dishonesty 
of the individual is merged into the 
dishonesty of the many, and its exis- 
tence is denied even by the guilty," 

According to these expressions of 
Cardinal Gibbons, we must look to the 
press alone to remedy these evils and 
reconstruct the shattered moral senti- 
ment of the American people. 

What is tne matter with uie Church 
that . 'has no respsonsibility in correc- 
ting depiorable moral conditions'? If 
LUe chinch has claimed any one thing 
it is that it had a trust on morals. It 
claims to be the moral guide, instruc- 
tor, and censor in a sinful wond, and 



l the 




world would be hopelessly lost. The 
Catholic church is crying out loudly 
against our public school system, be- 
cause (he children of the nation do 
not receive religious and moral train- 
ing in them, yet according to Cardinal 
Gibbous, the press should oe the 
teacher, guide, and custodian of the 
morals of our people. We exempt 
$S00,00U,U00 of church property from 
taxation, upon the plea that the 
church instills and upholds the moral 
force of the nation. To secure this 



have contributed countless millions of 
dollars to build palatial churches and 
support 400,000 ministers of the Gos- 
it is to 
lives 

in this world, and fit them for a celes- 
tial abode. 

Cardinal Gibbons says "from the de- 
velopments ol the last few years, It is 
Impossible to draw any other deduc- 
tion than that the moral sentiment of 
a great mass of the people has been 
weakened or entirely broken down." 
»vnat has the church been doing to al- 
low the people to lapse- 4a to- HMfc l 
deplorable condition I The Catholic 
church has an iron grip upon a great 
mass of the people. It takes them 
in infancy and gives them religious 
instructions, yet some of the most 
prominent ring-leaders among the poli- 
tical grafters, commercial boodlers, 
and life insurance privates, are prom- 
inent Roman Catholics, and the num- 
ber of Catholic criminals does not 
peak very well for the moral inuuence 
of the church. Present conditions 
prove the claim of Rational lots, that 
religion has nothing whatever 
with morals and we now 



acknowledged its reception, spoke 
highly of it, and said it would ap- 
pear in full in the Blade. Some how 
it seems to have gotten lost in the 
shuttle as I jaw no more of it. Am 
now in my 75th year, quite feeble and 
will go soon. How soon I cant 
Am no longer able to wori 
quite poor besides. A dollar I 
to be a big thing with me uov 
this reason alone I may fail 
new next time for the Blade. Wife 
and I i 

Moore on account of his illness. He 
is a grand man and I fondly hope 
will be spared many years yet to 
bat error and superstition. You 
excuse pencil I can no longer ' 
wah ink. A general break-down 
caused by age has completely upset 
my nervous system. I have prepared 
a synopsis of my views relative to a 
feature state, to be read at my grave 
by my brother-in-law. I want no priest 
or preacher at my grave 
psalms or to console those present 
with the "Lord gave, the Lord hath 
taken away; blessed be the name of 
the Lord." I expect to die as I have 
lived. Beath seems to be as necessary 
as birth, then why need we complain 
at Nature's great law? My only re- 
gret is leaving my dear wife and won- 
derfully bright little joy to alone buf- 
fet the storms of life. — A. B. BAR- 
RETT. 

Spokane, 

Mr. Moore i life is in danger, bt't hope 
tnat your strong frame will br-ug you 
out all right. Keep up the 
^BaT 



he couragi 
r hujnanity 



great battle for freedom for 
1 am nearly 10 years oWer Ulan you 
are and I want you to hold (out 25 
years longer on my accot 
a pleasure to have your paper come 
to my house. I send you $1 to pay 
for it another year— JAMES GKDDES 

liiehneld, Utan.— Enclosed herein 
please find post office order for $1.25. 
I wish to renew my subscription for 
the Blue Grass Blade. Vo-night Is my 
paper night with the Blade. Since 
have the I >' our Illness 1 am always very anxious 



are minor evils to the legal divorcing 
of men and women, who have grown 
to hate each other, and whose children 



battle-fields. Think of lying, stealing 
of public and private funds, betrayal 
of sacred trust, and the slow murder 
of the toilers being minor evils to di- 
vorce, yet such talk 
man with the "churchy lips," 
cepted as full of truth and wisdom, by 
the millions who have never had men- 
tal Independence enough to think for 
themselves. The truth is. 



lost their faith and their money too. 
John A. McCall, deposed president of 
the New York Life Insurance Com- 
pany, who managed to eke out an exis- 
tence on a salary of $100,000 a year, 
presented a Roman Catholic church of 



vorce from a drunken, brutal, dishon- 
est husband la more to blame for de- 
plorable moral conditions than the 
political bosses, who sand-bag the peo- 
ple, or the McCurdies, and McCalls, 

who buy elections, and steal millions' Albany, N. Y., of which he Is a 
from widows and orphans. Let It be ber, with a $50,000 pulpit. As to 
remembered too, that the Tammany whether this is accepting tainted mon- 
srafters, and the insurance looters had .ey, it is for the "powera to decide," 
their religious training in Cardinal and now is an opportune time. The 
thu from Gibbon's church. In the face of facts interviewer asked cardinal Gibbons, 

how the evils of the day could be 

day, If more instruction had been giv- 



llcensed liquor traffic, with its hun- 
dreds of thousands of drinking dens, 
that steal men's money, honor, health, 
and decency, the looting of nubile, 
corporation and private treasuries, the 
lying and stealing in public and pri- 
vate life, the robbing of widows and 
orphans by gigantic corporations, and 
tax eaters, the debaunching of* the suf- 
frage, these and attendant crimes 
have driven men to drink, desperation 
and prison, and these have driven hun- 
dreds of thousands of women into the 
divorce courts. The prisons of our 
country are mantained to imprison 
those who committ all these crimes, 
but our divorce courts are for the pur- 
pose of releasing those whose marital 
miseries are unbearable. Let It be 
remembered that the thieves In public 
and private positions, the looters, 
grafters, bank robbers, and embezzlers 
from the church and other Institu- 
tions, the trust magnets, and the vo- 
ters who tolerate all these crimes are 



tions would not be what they are to- 
day. 

Cardinal Gibbons was asked by the 
Interviewer, "Do you think the giving 
away of portions of their millions In 
any way palliates the offenses against 
society of the great money makers 
of the country?" 

The Cardinal with a quizzical smile 
said, "You refer to "tainted money, 
so commonly discussed. I have never 
bad occasion, to reject any "tainted 
money," and 1 am not qualified to 
speak on that matter," Was the Cath- 
olic or any other church ever known 
to reject money tainted or untainted, 
from any source, from the pennies of 
the servant girl or day laborer, to the 
Cardwell Sisters, who gave them hun- 
dreds of thousands, and who have now 
renounced the Roman Catholic faith. 
No notice has been given that Cardin 
til Gibbon's church has returned a dol- 
lar of the vast 
by 



It is largely to the press we must 
look, not only for the discovery and 
exposure of these conditions, but for 
rections. The revelations of 
these days are being made by the 
newspapers, and In thus bringing to 
light questionable deeds and ques- 
tionable motives s to be found a 
remedy for the evils exposed. The 
press is probing deeply into the con- 
ditions we all deplore, and the 
deeper the probe sinks, the more ap- 
parent becomes the seriousness of 
the situation. 

"Through this deep ana merciless 
probing will come the healing. Pub- 
licity is the one agent we must look 
to at this time cu the evil we 
know to exist. 
"In nothing has this been so clearly 



strong object lesson before us, that 
many religious men are the most im- 
moral, and many men who do not pro- 
fess religion at all, are the most m< 
If. as Cardinal Gibbons says, the press 
Is to be the moral educator of our 
nation, of what use is the church, and 
what work is left for it to do? The 
church was once the strongest ln- 
in the world, but the press has 
long since wrested that power from it, 
and for the head of the Catholic 
church to say, "we must look to the 
Improve our deplorable mor- 



ive same and learn if you are 
still among the living or in heaven (?} 
playing a harp. My belief is that if 
we play any harps it must be done 
here on this earth and I am very 
skeptical about any kind of a future 
any more than we see In an old de- 
coyed log moulderlns away in the for- 



Bpeaklng oi harps though, I will say 
that if there is a future place for such 
amusement that you will be there 
with both feet for I know that you 



thoughtful to scrutinize and compare 1 then what will? I am reading "Dog 
of the professors and j Fennel" at present. It la immense 
uon-professors of religion. The facts j and I do enjoy It. 

that the moral in- Well I do sincerely hope that this 



ice of the church has been a sub- 
lime failure, and to put the task of 



i of this failure. 



LETTERS FROM FRIENDS. 



letter 



SON. 



'Ill find you greatly improved 
such a state to apprecia 
shes of a friend. — P. C. 



i in t 



t life 



scandals. The country has been 
shocked by these exposures of the evil 
deeds of those In high places, and it 
has not been a pleasant thing to see 
the men who have stood so well In the 



New Prague, Minn.— Inclosed please 
find money order to the amount of 
$1 to square up my subscription to 
the Blade.— LEONARD KRAUSS. 

A newspaper clipping about Mr. 
Knott, a Freethinker who recently 
died, ends as follows: 

"Mr. Knott was a thorough)- up- 
right and conscientious man, stlctly 
honorable in his dealings with his fel- 
low man. He was a member of no 
church and was an Agnostic In his 
belief. His funeral, which was held 
at Spirit Hill Cemetery at two p. m., 
in his argument. Myself and family p 
are very sorry to know of Brother ^ £ 

Moore's sickness and we sincerely offlclatlnE a 
hope that he will be able to light the dertaker g t 
battles of Freethought and free 
speech and free press many years to 
come and visit again the Indian Ter- 
ritory.— N. B. GRAYSON. 



c scar, Ind. Ter.— Enclosed is $1 in 
stamps to pay subscription to Blue 
Grass Blade for one year to be sent 
to Casby Owens, Ryan, L T. He was 
made a believer In Freethought dur- 
ing the Welch-Wilkinson debate. We 
uoerals consider that debate a great 
victory for Freethought in this coun- 
try, although Welch never had a fair 
chance, for the Court afflcials needed 



Welch liked four 



s of getting 



expected to die any day, and wrote 



t>re was no clergyman 
o rites performed, un- 
havlng entire charge. 
It was unique In the further fact that 
Mr. Knott had prepared his funeral 
discourse himself and had made ar- 
rangements with Chas. El Morerll to 
read It at the grave. It was a reiter- 
ation of the views he had entertained 
on the subject of a future life, and a 
to all 



Hayden, Colo. — I was indeed sur- 
prised to hear of your serious iU- 
ness. I have always thought of you 
as a man of perfect health. I trust 
that by this time you are again In 
good health. Please don't be in a 
hurry to leave us — we need you. If 
you survive the I 
visit a 

next summer. It win do you good. 

If you will come to my neighbor- 
hood 1 will engage to show you a good 
time. 1 enclose $1 to pay for the 
Blade for another year. I also en- 
close 50 cents and card for Mr. Wm. 
J. Mathews. He is a new subscriber 
and wants the Blue irass Blade for 
one year. He Is or <j of my converts 
and is over GO yeavs old. He has be- 
longed to the Campoeilite church for 
40 years. He is thoroughly converted. 
When you get well - am going to ask 
you to write me a short letter. I 



California.— I am so sorry to hear 
that you are getting unable to head 
Jne army of Freethlnlurs in the B. 
G. Blade, and you have my sympathy 
as well as the sympathy of all Ra- 
tionalists, but sympathy does not 
boil the dinner, although it is not bad 
to have around, and I for one hope 
that all the Blade subscribers that are 
in errears will show their sympathy 
and send along to the Blade the mon- 
ey that they owe and also anothf- 
new subscriber. It would c*- 
Brother Moore more, ■ 
to put him on J 



him on his. 



I think Bro. 
brightest stars In I 
the emancipation of the human intel- 



ism, and the light he has given us 
will shine in the unborn cycles of 
time. We admire him as a husband, 
citizen and emancipator, and, when he 
is gone, his name should be written 
with those of Paine, Voltaire, Inger- 



ATTENTION CONSUMPTIVE8I 

I kill and clean the lungs of all Con 
sumption germs in from two to thre< 
weeks. No dope. 



41-4 1. 



Belleview. Fla. 



A Good Route 
to Try 



It traverses t territory rich in 
undeveloped resources; a territory 
containing unlimited possibilities for 
agriculture, hort culture, stock rais- 
ing, mining and manufacturing. And 
last, but not least, it is 

The Scenic Route 
lor Tourists. 

The Frisco System now offers the 
traveling public excellent service and 
fast time- 
Between St. Louis and Kansas 
City and points In Missouri, Kansas, 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Indian Terri- 
tory, Texas and tne Southwest. 

Between Kansas City and points 
in Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, 
Georgia, Florida and the Southeast. 

Between Birmingham and Mem- 
phis and points in Kansas, Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, Indian Territory. Texas 
and the West and Southwest. 



rates cheerfully furnished upon appli- 
cation to any /^resentative of the 
Company, or to 



T\ CHRISTMAS 

ONLY A SUN FESTIVAL CELE 
! BRATINQ THE BIRTH OF 
THE YEAR. 



small fry keep still about It. 
never mention Josephus. They know 
that achooi boys know better but 
willing to let the cheat live and clrcu- 



And Marking That Point of the Sun's 
age, When It Enters the 
Rings of Saturn. 



late The only other mention of Jesus 
is by the Roman historian, Tacitus, 
whose reference is so brief and vague, 
that It Is not even credit with truth *** 
by theologians. It is cleai 

The best scholarship affirm 



ll would require a volume to tell It 
all. From the Sign of the Lamb he 
next . liters Uie constellation of "Tau- 
rus, the Bull," the Zodiacal sign for 
the muuth of April. In April the earth 
is clothed anew in its verdui 
spring, buds open and all 



to the mont.1 of September. In the 
other, -Mary is not pictured in the 
scene, because the month of August, 
the Virgin does noi stand next to the 
month of March, at which time the 
(lowers Vernal Crucifixion oc< 
is ber is the month in w 



A FEAST FOR FREETHINKERS ! 

Sere il I publication that wiU bring sure satisfaction to every 



mm 



It 



copulation 
ts. The bull Is e 
M this month of vigor, 1 
his urgent a 



Freethinker and give him new pride in the propoganda of 
>ptem- ism. In the list of contributors are numerous names * 
grape Blade reads, including 



To 



drink of the wine is to drink of the Josephine K Henry 
Sun's blood. Jesus is now taken from £ ,are T nC ^ S ;J? arrow ' 
the cross and buried Tor the next 
three months, corresponding to the 
hree days of Bible mention. He has 



inderstands 



Jesus Is only an analogue of Buddha, ^ the hona and neck oI passcd fro m life (summer) unto death 

and other Saxiours. Everything he 



my^'Jt/onomy of the Bible knows j£ ^J^^TS c- <* »* Apis, and 'ed him in proces- 
... ... „,..„„« * ala < U1U Q1U - **"» wuu . si.niK. when thev celebrated their 



that the word "Jerusalem' 
"the heavens;" the phrase, "the Chil- 
dren of Israel," the stars of the heav- 
ens; "the Twelve Tribes of Israel," 
the twelve signs or constellations 
through which the sun passes in its 
annual course. These correspond in 
the Christian faith to the twelve 
of the twelve months of the year. 
The word "saint" means "a star ", 
everyone o fthe ancient "Saint Days" 
of the Christian church then, is a 
star day," and marks a certain impor- 
tant point of the sun's passage. 

If the reader has never thought of 
this let him consult any almonac and 
study the rude zodiacal plate on the 
inside of the fly-leaf. Millions of peo- 
ple look upon this page and never 
dream of the mystery wrapped up in 
it. They know that it is an astron- 
omical table, but never suspect or 
question what the list of the "Saint 



lore him by others. C onfucius spokt 
i he Golden Rule, and the whole 
•Sermon on the -Mount" is found in 
his writings. It is the greatest 
imaginable Impossibility, that alt 
these God-men who appeared in differ- 
ent countries and to different people 
spekaing different languages, Should 
be so much alike and teach the same 
doctrines in almost the same words. 

To all those who have studied Sun- 
worship and Bible astronomy, Jesus 
and his twelve Apostles are regard- 
ed only as impersonations of the Sun 
and the twelve signs of the Zodiac. It 
is the same, old repetition of Her- 
lies, the Sun-god and his twelvt 



■teas, when they 
spring festival. 

Thus the ancients symbolized the 
amative effect of the Sun upon all 
creatures in this month. Now we un- 
derstand, when we read from the Bi- 



( winter). 



J. B. Wilson, 
Harriet It Closz, 
I'rof. W. P. Jamieson, 
Judge Jarrish B. I.add. 
Otto Wettstein, 
" M. Mangasnrinn, 



Charles Watts, 
Joseph McCabe, 
Singleton W. Davis, 
George Jacob Holyoake, 
Dr. Paul Cams, 
Stephen D. Parrish, 
J. T. Patch, 
Walter Hurt. 



ad in the current number Dar- 
it and Its Function;" "Free- 
' by Wilson ; "All is Matter- 



the sign of . arus the Bull 
for it Is not to be forgotten that he 
assumes the character of each sign as 
he passes through it. 

Next, Jesus the Sun, enters the 
month of May, which is presided over 
the root of the word ] by "Geminii the Twins." These are 
ans "the Sun"— the Di- the "little children,' of whom he said: 
from which all life pro- "Suffer little children to come unto 
ceeds. The word Christ is taken from me, for such is the Kingdom of heav- 



He enters October, which is pre- 
sided over by "Scorpio, the Worm," AH Rationalists will want to 1 
•the Worm that never dieth." A few, row's great article on "Punisbiiit 
months ago he was a lamb, or a shep- thought, the Essential of All Progre 

herd among lambs, then a bull, then All Matter is Mind," by Dr. William Colby Cooper, and "Liberal 
sitting among the little children, then Liberalism," "Obsolescence of the Church," "Philosophy of Op- 
going up to Jerusalem on an ass, then timism," "Human Equality' - and other articles by Hurt, as well as 
Fat Bulls of Basham compass me a roaring lion, now "a worm that never many other first-class features, 
about." "His legs are straight legs, dieth," which interpreted means that 
and his feet are as calves feet," which though he has been crucified, and bur- , 
Esdras says in describing God, which ied under the equator, in the grave of 
is literally true, when Jesus, the Sun, winter, his light, though fee 



Days" printed below the cut has to 
do with such an abstract science as 



always been, and always 
will be a disputed question whether 
such a person as the Jewish Jesus 
existed or not. This dispute is chiefly 
confined to the great scholars of the 



the Hlndostanee. The Hindu Christni 



•Christ" 



Knglish 



en;" which is literally true, for the 



that the Jewish 

■Maths, the heaven time of the year. 
These are also the little boys who 
inscription upon tauuted the old bald-head prophet, 
thousands of years Winter, and said "Go up Bald-heau 
Jesus was supposed "Go up ttald-head ! " that is go back to 
lese inscriptions in your cave in the North, for it is now 
...id like this, "John May time, and the Sun has shorn you 
world, and it is not out of proportion Sm j t h— Christ," meaning, "he was »a of your strength, robbed you of your 
to say that there are as many truiy fioQd man ., place flj, two wor ds to- hair. And two bears, Ursa Major and 
great men dispute his ex.stence as getner .-jesus-Christ," and we have Ursa Minor, appear 
there are truly great men who affirm ^ q£ ^ numan and diylne na . cnlldren . j^k at your zo^ 

that he lived. The belief of the Chris- lure8 __ JeBUB> .. the Suni -. the Divine vou will see that the constellation 
tian masses cuts no figure in the dis- na(ure> m creator of all Christ, of the two bears, Ursa Major and 
puts at all. They only know and be- . a gQod man „ tfae highegt crea ted pro- Minor, seem to be chasing the Gem- 
lieve what they have been told, and Uuct Qf ^ ^ ^ Human nature ^ the mt)e bQyB _ 
their opinions, one way or the other., ,. J _ B _ S> ., ln LaUn> ^ root of thej Jesll8 , lne Sun , now pa88e8 into the 
and the common Chris- constellation of "the Crab," which is 1 



shines, and he does not die. 

He next passes into the gloomy 
month of November, whose presiding 
genius is Sagitlar.us, the half man and 
naif noise, ih.s is the mouth in 
which the hunting season begins. Sa- 
gittarius is drawing his bow in the act 
of shoot, ng game. punlip and Nimrod, 
"the mighty hunters before the Lord" 
were this same Sagittarius. This is 
ine month of Paul, and the Sun's vic- 
tory in passing uirough this month, 
and overcoming death, is illustrated 
by knocking Paul from his horse. Pha- 
roh, the man on horse-back, is also 
mis same Sagittal. us, and the Sun's 
victory over this gloomy month -s 
sung by Miriam— oing ye unto the 
Lord, for he hath triumpheu glorious- 
ly; the horse and rider he heath 
thrown into the sea," that is, into the 
horizon, into which Sagittarius de- 
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nothing. For every Ori- 
gin who claims his existence there ^ gym bol "l-H-S" in Greek are ex- 
has been a Celsus to deny it; for RcUy th<j 8ame , eUerg It wiu b8 
every Cyrila an Hypatia; for every notlced {hat ^ ,. IH . g ,. ig plctured 
Luther a Haeckel; for every Calvin, oyer a wjtn ..^ gun „ , n the 

a Voltaire; for every Manning, a Hux- back d Thls svmDolize8 the Sun 
ley; for every Wesley, a Paine; for upo J lhe equator> or cr08sing the 
every Talmage, an Ingersoll. equator. The picture of Jesus upon a 

The balance of judgment is always 
on the side of the doubter, because 
he is disinterested and unprejudiced. 

> equator. 



the Sun 



the back- 



cross^ with 

groun^, rep 
only a, pei 

the existence of Jesus, for a j^"^^,^ are lne words. The an 7 tne re tempted by the devil. 

Feast >pf the Passover was given in , a fronl thig nigh polnt that the I 

celebration of the advent of spring, look8 upon aU t he nations of the_ 



the presiding genius for the month 
of June. In this constellation is also 
pictured the constellation of "the Ass." 
As Jesus enters this mouth he is sup- 
posed to mount the Ass and ride into 
Jerusalem, the heavenly city. This 
is when he comes in glory, for he 
reaches his throne ,01 his highest r.l- 
titude on the 21st of June, touching 
the Tropic of Cancer. This Is the 
upon which he was led 



will t 

reader explain this strange saying, the 
Lord, mm— If. speaking the words? 
I delight not in uM legs of a man, 
neither do I take p.easure in the 
strength of a horse. Interpreted, this 
, that he likelh not the stormy 
month of November, whose presiding 

horse from there down, being imper- 
Mt man and imperfect horse. 

Again, in Revelations, we find, "I 
aw and beheld a white horse; and 
e that sat on him had a bow; and a 
rowu was given unto him; and he 



,i ill 



I believer 



. comparative relig- 
. that there have been six- 
daviours who have appeared at 
various times to various races of 
nen. All alike had the same mirac- 
ulous birth, all had the same name of 
mother— Maya, mary, Myrrha, Mi 
riam, etc., all were born on Decern- 
ber the 25th; the birth of each was 
announced by a star; each alike was 
visited by wise men who brought gold 
frank incense and other gifts; each 
babe had its life threatened and Us 
parents were compelled to flee; each 
one at s 
with his 

Divine nature, and his mission as the 
Saviour of mankind; each was tempt- 
ed of the Devil; each was baptized of 
the Holy Ghost ;each performed mir- 
acles; each taught the same doctrine 
—renunciation of the world, giving up 
of riches, and avowing poverty, each 




linc earth. The command, "Get thee be- 
hind me Satan,' describes darkness 

The iymbol, "I-H-S," which is given f ol i ow | ng up0 n light. Here is where 

to' the l^ise as meaning "Jesus Homln- ne sitg ln j Uagme nt upon the world, 

uni Sal vator"— Jesus the Saviour of dIv iding the good from the bad, as a 
men, atid to the igm 
for I Have Suffered 
be the n 



And the sheep, 4 



9 shall be 



he Sun-God Bac- sel upon the rlght ^ the goati Capr i. 

lied "Jesus," and cornus s h a ll sit on his left, which Is 

who lived, or was supposed to have the re]alive positions of these constel- 

Hved, thousands of years before the ]ations at this very time. 

Jewish Jesus. The "I-H-S" is still Here he get8 oB the Ass and passes 

found engraven upon the temples nn jnto , he next con8le iiation of "Leo 

erected to Bacchus, just as it is found tne Llon " the presiding genius for 

on Christian temples to-day. July> Now> -Jesus is a roaring Lion, 

at length to ehow the 8eeklng wnora n e may 



ijuer." \\ hat ugure is this, but Sa- 
gittarius, the hoise, the man and the 

bow? 



i,,,.i,ih „f iiuiv 
then comes hi 
ihe Christmas 



sction or birlh, 
hich we have 
face to explain, 
iic is now in December, the Zodiacal 
sign of which is "The Goat, Capncor- 
nus.' Uu the 2lBt of this month he 
has reached uis lowest declivity, or 
deepest death, and touched the Trupie 
oi Capricorn. He immediately rises 
out of the grave of winter. This is 
the day, instead of the 25th, on whicn 
Jesus the Sun is born. The days grow 



the 



,.>;i,L- 



He 



each selected twelve disciples and 
commanded them to go into the world 
and preach to all nations; each de- 
clared that his words were true, and 
that heaven and earth would pass 
away, but his words would not pass 



neavenly capltol, Jesus on an 
3 horse, Kantako, 
e to life and was ti 



reader ho wthese analogues may 
traced. The very name "Jesus" means 
the Sun; and to further compete 
tne Symbol, he Is painted with the 
Sun encircling his head. 

Now. we know why Jesus, in the 
New Testament, is so frequently call- 
he' says of himself, "1 am the Light 
an dthe life." "I am the Light that 
lighteth every man into the world, 
which is all literally tru< 
out the light of the Sun, there 
be n life, and no man can come 
the world. 

All this is only an intimatioi 



, for with- 



July the Sun's rays are strc 
symbolized by the fierce fac 
mane of the Lion, 
the Lion leaves 

cends upon the valleys, killing and de- 

Asaln, Jesus is "the Lion of the 
tribe of Judlah." The word "tribe," 
here means "constellation," the word 
"Jmlah" means "July," therefore when 
the dear Sunday school children 3ing 
that old song, "He's the Lion of Ju- 



ipeat his an- 
al career ol birth and lite and death 
new life and a new year is now as- 
red. The Sun has turned toward the 
spring. Nature has become 



aid long 

• U is ,n thls month hope"ul and urgent. All this is 
his Jungles and des- ^u*** by the "Goat that animal of 
oiood siirnng impulses. He turns his 
iace toward the new year, in the direc- 
tion of the Sun's travel and rises upon 
hie haunches as in the act of sexual 




This v 



day of their Christ. As the Pagans a shi pherd among the lambs of March. 



became Christianized the feast of Sat- 
: urualia, in time, became only a mem- 
| ory and finally disappeared as such. 
The Christian religion had spread, and 



y those who understand Phalic 

worship. So the .-st day of Decem- 
,.eh is the birthday of Jesus instead 

ul the .5th, and should be the Chris- ^Yh^rVance of the day had become 

tians Christmas. Bu. it so happens so unlvfcrsa , nQ funhtr attem t waa 

that all the Pagan nations, from which ^ maJe to £ e R ^ 

that his twelve Apostles personify Jesus now pasges jnt0 the aign ,^1 ^ ^ ^ Capl . it , onli 

the twelve signs of the Zodiac. Virgo, tke Virgin, which is the genius ; that lhey were aWe t0 percelve that 

the days were growing longer, and 



ream they are singing about "Leo 
Constellation of July,' neither do 
grown-up Innocents. "Leo" is also 
jommon name, assumed by the Vice- 



each died, c 



ue given, but these 
They are well known to every one 
who dares to read and think for him- 
se.f. They know that the later Sa- 
viours must be plagiarisms of the ^ 
first— that the first cannot be analo- ^ Qf (he year Tho 



ness II always 



gues of the last. 

That all of these different Saviours 
should Lave been born on the 25th of 
December, In the same miraculous 

mother, the same conditions of birth 
—the stable, the star and the visits 
of the wise men, leads every com- 
mon sense person to inquire wherein 
Jesus is unlike any of the Saviours 
who preceded him; wherein he was 
greater, wiser or more divine? The 
Testament gives us no data of the 

birth or oven of the existence of fhat away the sln8 of t he 

Jesus. "In those days came Jesus, or dlgtre88e8 of tBP win . 

and "It came to pass" is the only 

information given by which we may > ghephM( ,_ with a ]amb about his 
determine births qr historical evenU. neck ^ a S(m about n|g head Ev . 
The mention of Jesus in Josephus is ^ ^ jg fam „ iar w)th the p(cture 



As Jesus, the Sun, passes through for th<? month of AugU8 t, the month 

these twelve signs, he takes upon Qf harv0Ht> w hen the earth bringB 

himself the charactei A the sign for|h her abun(lance> wne n she deliv- 

through which he is passing, throw- ers th(J frult of her womD r n this 

ing it off and taking on a new char- congte)Iat i on of Virgo, the Virgin, s 

acter when he enters the next sign. a]go the con8te n al i 0 n of the figure 

•Ih, inssmer months are the heaven known in astr onomy ua 'the Husband- 

reer; the winter months the n]an „ |h|g , g the my8terloua Joseph, 
lys travels witu the Virgin In 



■ of Dark- 



without 

titainlng the re.ations of one. 



hey were assured of the return of lne 
Sun ,at wh ch lime the Sun enters the 
rtings of Saturn. Even then there 
were doubters that the Lord had risen 
and it was not until three days later, 
which brings us to the 28th, that it 
was evident to all that the days were 
growing longer and all doubting 



irononiical date. To have done so at 
any time in the late centuries would 
have percipitated inquiry and would 
exposed to niaukiua the whole 
Pagan origin of Christianity. They 
are too wise for that. 

The Sun next enters the month of 
January, the month of John, the first 
month, the forerunner, the John who 
came baptizing. It is the rainy month, 
the flood time of the year. Its pre- 
siding genius is "Aquarius," from aqua 

Aquarius Is represented as kneeling 



of Light, ever following at his heels, 

as night follows day, and winter (he constellat!ons are fixed, the Virgin I ;^ ub 7J r " 8l ] ay 7" X be ancient Arabians 
.and the Husbandman, like the Crab | ^ ^ MM uay for wors hip, Tadmuz 
i i uojter'a da> . From Tadmuz we 
gel Thome*. The Pagan Romans cele- 

■ 

ha? returned from the 



ed. The church even to-day celebrates and pouring water from a pitcher, in 
the 28th as "St. Thomas's Day," tho symbol of the flood-time, the overflow 
of the Nile, the Ganges, and the Eu- 



■aginaug at the 21st of March, and (he Afig , n the congte iiatl 
Jesus, the Sun, is crucified or cross- June mU£jt travel together. This is all 
ified, that is, he is on the equator or (he theolog i ca i Virgin there is or ever 
cross. Be has returned from the un- wag , n , he world 3h(j lg the mo ther 



clearly sn interpolation, Inserted 
centuries after the Bible was corn- 
It Is denounced as such by 



der world, or the nell of winter, and of a)1 the sun-gods, symbolizing the 

ushers In tho spring. He is now in mothcr pPriod G f the earth's produc- 

(he sign of Aries, the Lamb, and he tivenegs 

tskes upon himself the character of Jesuf ._ the Sun now passefl lrj1o 

a shepherd. He Is "the Lamb of God. „ L|bra the scales," which is the Zo- 

that taketh away the sins of the (Uacal g , gn fop the month of Septem- 
ber. The sun is on the equator again . the' Chr stian's Sun. This 

ow pictured as m fh , g month H(J |g agaIn cruclfl6d Jc4 > us ' th€ 

or crosslfled. Remember the Bible 
speaks distinctly of two crucifixions, 
and ,.io church Illustrates the same by 
two pictures, in one of which Mary 
stands next to the 



phrates. It is also the lonnes of the 
Greeks, the Oannes of the Egyptians, 
ih, Jonah of the Epheslans, the Janus 
of the Romans, from the latter of 
which we get the name January, or 
Johnuary. They were till the same 



He is again the Lamo of God, which 
taketh away the sins of the world (the 
evils of winter). 

There will be those who read 
this who will not believe a word of 
it, because they do not understand a 
word of it; but they will believe a.. 
the theologians tell them about the Bi- 
ble, who understand it so well that 
they continually divide up into sects 



J. B. WILSON, M. D. 



urated the return of the Sun by what 
Vie SSOWB as the feast of Saturnalia, 
in honor of the Sun's entrance into 
the Rings of Saturn. When the Chris- John, the foi 
Hans came into power, they tried to Using, 
break up this national feast of Satur- j Jesus, the ! 

nalia, and institute the 21st as the an- siellation of "Pices the Fish," the gen- 
Haul feast day ln honor of the birth 



ill now go with him through 
each of the other eleven signs, ex- 
plaining briefly a few ol 
terious Bible sayings and 



they found as difficult of accomplisu- 
ment as any foreign power would have 



ius of February. Here is where he 



Mosier, Oregon.— Dear Bro. Moore: 
—You and your familv have my deep- 
est sympathy in your illness, but I 
hope you will have, yet, many happy 
days with your family and friends. I 
admire you as a man of strict integ- 
rity who has, at all times, followed 
your convictions of truth and Justice, 
even to a loss of friends and finance. 

When, from thorough Investigation, 
you found the Christian religion aU 
superstition and supposition you let it 
all go and chose to make a living for 
your family and self by tilling the 
soli. I think we all ought to assert 
ourselves in your behalf and for all 
other good men the same as Bro. 
bap _ J. B. Wilson does. 

l am sorry the Blade lacks funds. I 
con I hope the delinquents will send $2.00 
each. Bro. Moore has lived an hon- 
est life and I believe he will die an 



is where Lent begins and the faithful 
begin eating fish, upon which diet 



W. SIMPSON. 



... restraining the American people they continue until the Sun enters the J^nd us a club of five new sub- 
from celebrating the Fourth of July. ; next sign of Aries the I^amb, when scribers, and help spread the cause 
Failing to change the Roman mind thev fall to eating mutton. The Sun of Freethought. 

" is now back into the month of March, Help the Freethought cause by get- 
U subscribers to the Blue Grass 



the Christians finally yielded to the 
Pagan will .and adopted the 26th ihe 
feast day of Saturnalia, as the birth- 
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